2018 WORLD HEPATITIS DAY SYMPOSIUM:

Preventing Disease,
Preventing Deaths

SUPPORTED BY:

PROGRAM
12:00pm

Lunch and Registration

12:30pm
Welcome: Elimination Progress and Update
		Chair: Associate Professor Heidi Drummer, Program Director, Disease Elimination;
		
Co-Head, Drummer/Poumbourios Laboratory
Progress towards elimination
		
Dr Alisa Pedrana
		Senior Research Fellow, Disease Elimination Program, Burnet Institute
Hepatitis C elimination in Australia: What trajectory are we on and where can we improve?
		
Dr Nick Scott
		Econometrician, Burnet Institute
		Preventing Disease, Preventing Deaths
		
Dr Brett Sutton
		Victorian Deputy Chief Health Officer (Communicable Disease), Victorian State Government
1:00pm
Session One: Micro-elimination
		Chair: Professor Margaret Hellard, Deputy Director, Burnet Institute
Elimination of hepatitis C in Barwon South West: a specialist perspective
Dr Amanda Wade
Senior Research Fellow, Burnet Institute
Elimination of hepatitis C in Western Victoria: a drug and alcohol perspective
Dr Mark Davies
Drugs and Alcohol Services, Barwon Health
Elimination of hepatitis C in Western Victoria: a nursing perspective
Ms Margaret Waldrop
Integrated Health Nurse, Barwon Health
Reflections from the affected community on dis/engagement and viral hepatitis
Mr Sione Crawford
Chief Executive Officer, Harm Reduction Victoria
Micro-elimination of HCV/HIV coinfection through enhancing care and treatment
Dr Joseph Doyle
Senior Lecturer The Alfred & Monash University Dept of Infectious Diseases;
Deputy Director, Disease Elimination Program, Burnet Institute
HIV-infected populations: early results from an international collaboration
Dr Rachel Sacks-Davis
NHMRC Early Career Research Fellow, Burnet Institute
Community perspective on HCV and HIV coinfection
Mr Richard Keane
CEO, Living Positive Victoria
Discussion Panel (Session one presenters)
Moderator: Professor Margaret Hellard

2:30pm

Afternoon tea

2:45pm
Session Two: Hepatitis and cancer
		Chair: Dr Joseph Doyle, Senior Lecturer The Alfred & Monash University Deptartment
		
of Infectious Diseases, Deputy Program Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute
Epidemiology of hepatitis B and C - related liver cancer
Dr Jessica Howell
NHMRC Post-Doctoral research fellow, Burnet Institute
Vaccines and therapies to prevent hepatocellular carcinoma
Associate Professor Heidi Drummer
Program Director, Disease Elimination; Co-Head, Drummer/Poumbourios Laboratory
Working with the community on hepatitis B and C prevention
Ms Melanie Eagle
CEO, Hepatitis Victoria
Addressing viral hepatitis within refugee and migrant communities eliminating
barriers to access, treatment and cure
Ms Alison Coehlo
Acting Co- Manager of the Centre for Culture Ethnicity and Health and
Manager of the Multicultural Health and Support Services
Liver cancer prevention
Ms Emily Adamson
Senior Program and Policy Advisor, Cancer Council Victoria
Hepatitis and liver cancer: Community and family experiences of hepatitis B and cancer
Dr Jack Wallace
Senior Research Officer, Burnet Institute
The International Coalition to Eliminate Hepatitis B (ICE-HBV). A global effort for HBV cure
Associate Professor Peter Revill
Senior Medical Scientist, VIDRL at The Doherty Institute
The role of data linkage in monitoring impact of DAA therapy
Professor Greg Dore
Head, Viral Hepatitis Clinical Research Program, Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, and
Infectious Diseases Physician, St Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney
Discussion Panel (Session two presenters)
Moderator: Dr Joseph Doyle
4:15pm
Closing Address
		Professor Margaret Hellard
		Deputy Director, Burnet Institute

BIOGRAPHIES
Associate Professor Heidi Drummer
Program Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute
Heidi Drummer received her PhD degree in 1993 from the University of Melbourne, studying the
role of humoral and cellular immunity to influenza virus. In 2005 she moved her laboratory from
St Vincent’s Institute of Medical Research to Burnet Institute and is currently Co-Head of the Viral
Entry and Vaccines Laboratory. Her group investigates how HIV and hepatitis C virus attach to
and enter cells with the aim of developing vaccines and therapeutics. Previously an RD Wright
Biomedical Research Fellow, she now holds an NHMRC Senior Research Fellowship and leads the
hepatitis C vaccine development program at Burnet. She is adjunct Associate Professor at the
Department of Microbiology, Monash University.

Dr Alisa Pedrana
Senior Research Fellow, Burnet Institute
Alisa Pedrana is public health practitioner and senior research fellow at Burnet Institute.
Her research career has focussed on Blood-borne virus/Sexually Transmitted Infections
epidemiology and surveillance to inform prevention practice and policy. With a strong emphasis
on research translation, her current work on Hepatitis C elimination is focussed on implementation
science to strengthen health system, enhance health service delivery and develop sustainable
models of care.

Dr Nick Scott
Econometrician, Burnet Institute
Nick Scott is an Econometrician and winner of the 2014 and 2015 Jim and Margaret Beever Fellowships. Since completing his mathematics PhD in 2012, he has built and used numerous mathematical, economic and statistical models to inform government policies. Nick uses mathematical
and statistical modelling to piece together and project the evolving hepatitis epidemic in order
to determine which interventions are likely to be the most effective for reducing the burden of
disease in different settings.

Dr Brett Sutton
Deputy Chief Health Officer (Communicable Disease), Victorian Department of Health and
Human Services
Brett Sutton is a Fellow of the Royal Society for Public Health, the Australasian College of Tropical
Medicine and the Australasian Faculty of Public Health Medicine (AFPHM). He is the Victorian
representative of the Communicable Disease Network Australia and a co-founder and co-chair
of (PALCHASE) - an international group working to incorporate palliative care practice into
humanitarian response. He had a 10-year career in Emergency Medicine and has spent several
years in field-based international public health in Afghanistan, East Africa and Timor-Leste.

Professor Margaret Hellard
Deputy Director, Burnet Institute
Margaret Hellard is a clinician and a leading researcher in infectious diseases, preventing disease
transmission, and identifying the impact of infections in vulnerable populations. Margaret has
been involved in the epidemiology of blood-borne viruses (HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C), and
sexually transmitted infections for more than 20 years. Her experience with undertaking
community-based research involving people who inject drugs and tertiary care institutes has
led to changes in policy, clinical management, health education and prevention. Margaret has
been instrumental in the development of sentinel surveillance systems for blood-borne viruses and
sexually transmitted infections in Victoria and nationally. She has been a member of the World
Health Organization, national and Victorian working groups, taskforces and advisory committees
related to blood-borne viruses. Margaret is Head, Hepatitis Services, Department of Infectious
Diseases at The Alfred Hospital, and an NHMRC Senior Principal Research Fellow and Deputy
Director (Programs) at Burnet Institute.

#Endhep2018
Dr Amanda Wade
Senior Research Fellow, Burnet Institute
Amanda Wade is an infectious diseases physician practicing in Geelong. She has an interest in
blood-borne viruses and equity of healthcare for people living in regional areas. Amanda
recently completed a PhD in models of care for hepatitis C.

Dr Mark Davies
Drugs and Alcohol Services, Barwon Health
Mark Davies is a General Practitioner in Lara outside Geelong. He is also a passionate prescriber
of methadone and suboxone and has been working in the Barwon Health Drug and Alcohol
clinic for 20 years. He has prescribed the new DAAs to approximately 60 patients in the
community and is active in promoting the prescribing and managing of hepatitis C in the
General Practice setting.

Ms Margaret Waldrop
Integrated Health Nurse, Barwon Health
Margaret Waldrop came to Australia in 1978 after working as a Registered Sick Children’s Nurse in
Scotland and England. On arriving in Australia she was accepted to train as a Registered Nurse
(Division 1) in Adelaide over a period of 18 months. She moved to Victoria in 1992 and has since
had the pleasure of working in a few different roles including more than 5 years as a forensic
health nurse, where she first got her passion for hepatitis C. She accepted a position at Barwon
Health in 2000 but still hankered after hep C. She achieved her dream when she was offered the
position as a Hepatology Nurse at Barwon Health in 2003. She took on the challenge of working
as an Integrated nurse in the Barwon South West Region in 2011 and is still enjoying this
changing role.

Mr Sione Crawford
Chief Executive Officer, Harm Reduction Victoria
Sione Crawford is the CEO of Harm Reduction Victoria, the state organisation representing people who use drugs and people who inject drugs. He has been working in community and peer
based organisations for around fifteen years in a variety of roles from policy to peer education to
management. Sione is keen to explore evolving roles for the peer workforce; not just in hepatitis C
care but across the range of health and policy issues that affect people who use drugs.

Dr Joseph Doyle
Deputy Program Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute
Senior Lecturer and Infectious Diseases Physician, the Alfred and Monash University

Joseph (Joe) Doyle is a Consultant Physician in Infection Diseases at Alfred Health, Senior Lecturer

in the Department of Infectious Diseases at Monash University and Deputy Director of Disease
Elimination Program at Burnet Institute. He is a specialist in infectious diseases and public health
medicine and works at the intersection between clinical medicine, implementation research and
health policy. He has particular research interests in epidemiology, prevention and management
of blood-borne viruses.

BIOGRAPHIES
Dr Rachel Sacks-Davis
NHMRC Early Career Research Fellow, Burnet Institute
Rachel Sacks-Davis is an early career researcher at Burnet Institute. She uses a variety of
techniques including mathematical modelling and social network analysis to better understand
the changing hepatitis C epidemiology in Australia. At World Hepatitis Day, she will speak about
a mathematical modelling project, looking at frequency of hepato-cellular carcinoma (HCC)
screening and HCC-related mortality after hepatitis C treatment.

Mr Richard Keane
CEO, Living Positive Victoria
Richard Keane has been engaged in the HIV sector for over 25 years with in a diverse variety of
roles. He is a former President and Senior Project Officer at Living Positive Victoria. He was the
keynote speaker at the Penington Institutes 2014 Altered States Drug and Alcohol conference
where he addressed issues of HIV/HCV Co-infection and recovery support for PLHIV with complex
drug and alcohol issues. He’s a passionate advocate for the strength and effectiveness of peer
based methodologies to reduce the impacts of BBV stigma and build resilient individuals
and communities.

Dr Jessica Howell
NHMRC Post-Doctoral research fellow, Burnet Institute
Jessica Howell is a consultant gastroenterologist at St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne. After
completing a translational immunology PhD in hepatitis C recurrence post liver transplantation,
she pursued post-doctoral studies at Imperial College London in epidemiology and public health,
leading several international studies on biomarkers in hepatitis B and liver cancer (including
novel genetic technologies). Currently, Dr Howell is an NHMRC Sidney Sax Fellow in the Disease
Elimination program, Burnet Institute and Adjunct Fellow in the Department of Preventative
Medicine and Epidemiology, Monash University and Department of Medicine, University of
Melbourne. She combines experience in basic laboratory science and epidemiology in her
research in liver cancer and viral hepatitis, focussing on novel biomarker development,
epidemiology and public health interventions. She has a special interest in research translation
in refugee health, prisons and low-to-middle income countries (Asia and Oceania).

Ms Melanie Eagle
Chief Executive Officer, Hepatitis Victoria
Melanie Eagle has qualifications in arts, social work, and law, and is a graduate of the Australian
Institute of Company Directors. She is the Chief Executive Officer at Hepatitis Victoria - the peak
organisation for advocacy, awareness raising, education, support and health promotion for
people living with or affected by viral hepatitis. Her professional work has included the public
health sector, private sector, and the union movement. Melanie is also a Director of Alfred Health
and the Inner South Community Health Centre, a committee member of the Chronic Illness Alliance
of Victoria, Patron of the Epilepsy Foundation, and Member of the Victorian Disability Advisory
Council. She has enjoyed recent volunteer assignments in Timor-Leste, Zambia, Cambodia and
the Amazon.

Ms Alison Coelho
Acting Co- Manager of the Centre for Culture Ethnicity and Health (CEH), and Manager of the
Multicultural Health and Support Services
Alison Coelho is the Acting Co- Manager of the Centre for Culture Ethnicity and Health (CEH), and
Manager of the Multicultural Health and Support Services (MHSS). MHSS is the leading state-wide
program that aims to prevent HIV, sexually transmissible infections, and viral Hepatitis amongst high
prevalence refugee and migrant communities across Victoria. Alison is a sitting member of the Victorian Ministerial Blood Borne Viruses Advisory Committee, a member of the Victorian Hepatitis B Alliance
(VHBA) and former Board member of the Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations (AFAO). She is
the founding member and Chair of the new Australian Multicultural BBV/STI Alliance (AMBA), and the
Chair of the International Students Sexual Health Network.

#Endhep2018
Ms Emily Adamson
Senior Program and Policy Advisor, Cancer Council Victoria
Emily Adamson is the Program and Policy Advisor for the Screening, Early Detection and
Immunisation team at Cancer Council of Victoria. Her role drives the planning, coordination of
program and policy advice in relation to HPV vaccination and the prevention of liver cancer
linked to hepatitis. Emily’s background is in health promotion and management, and program
design with diverse and marginalised communities.

Dr Jack Wallace
Senior Research Officer, Burnet Institute
Jack Wallace is a social researcher who investigates hepatitis B as a social, cultural, political
and personal experience. His research highlights hepatitis B is a health issue that occurs within a
broader context, and that this context informs how people living with the virus respond, including
how and why they access health service. Hepatitis B, rather than being a virus or liver condition,
is experienced by people living with the virus as an intergenerational, chronic and sometimes
fatal infection that, within some communities has significant social implications. His projects have
included needs assessments of people with hepatitis B in Australia and China, and policy
assessments of viral hepatitis in Taiwan, Indonesia and Tasmania.

Associate Professor Peter Revill
Senior Medical Scientist, VIDRL at The Doherty Institute
Associate Professor Peter Revill is a senior medical scientist at the Victorian Infectious Diseases
Reference Laboratory (VIDRL) where he heads the Hepatitis Molecular Virology laboratory.
His work focuses on the molecular virology of hepatitis B virus, particularly developing novel
approaches to cure HBV infection and understand the contribution of different HBV genotypes
and variants to the striking differences in natural history, disease progression and treatment
response observed globally. In addition to his research interests, Peter has most recently
championed the establishment of an international consortium that will facilitate coordinated
approaches to HBV cure worldwide, known as the International Coalition to Eliminate Hepatitis B
(ICE-HBV). In 2016, he was appointed co-Chair of Viral Infectious Diseases at the Doherty Institute
and is the inaugural Chair of the ICE-HBV Governing board.

Professor Greg Dore
Head, Viral Hepatitis Clinical Research Program, Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, and
Infectious Diseases Physician, St Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney
Professor Greg Dore is Head, Viral Hepatitis Clinical Research Program, Kirby Institute, UNSW
Sydney, and Infectious Diseases Physician, St Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney, Australia. He has been
involved in viral hepatitis and HIV epidemiological and clinical research, clinical care and public
health policy for 20 years. He has developed extensive national and international collaborations,
and is internationally recognised in the areas of HCV natural history and epidemiology,
therapeutic strategies for acute and chronic HCV infection, particularly among people who
inject drugs, and HCV elimination strategies. Professor Dore established the St Vincent’s Hospital
viral hepatitis service in 1999, and has led its development into one of the leading national and
international HCV treatment services, with a particular focus on marginalised populations
including people who inject drugs and homeless persons.
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