Thanks to you ...

Your gifts in action

Thank you – you helped
save lives!
I am enormously proud of what you helped
us achieve over the past six months.
In six hospitals in PNG and Myanmar …
Your gifts are helping put a revolutionary
technology through its paces to bring HIV
testing closer to at-risk babies.
Here in Australia …
A landmark study conducted by Dr Megan
Lim has shed new light on the mental health
of our young people.
Your generosity is also being put to work
through our Healthy Mothers, Healthy
Babies program …
I’m excited to let you know that we have
reached our target of enrolling 700 mothers
and babies into the study!

Contents:
PAGE 3: 	You helped save precious
time, and precious lives
PAGES 4-5:	Positive changes observed
in PNG
PAGE 6: 	Landmark study puts mental
health of young people in
the spotlight
PAGE 7: 	Meet our Burnet Health
Champions
2

You are a big part of what we do and special
to us all. Thank you!

Professor Brendan Crabb AC
Director and CEO
Thanks to you ...

Cover: We strive to
make a positive impact
on children’s health
in Myanmar.

You helped save
precious time,
and precious lives.
Your gifts enable our
researchers to rapidly
detect HIV and malaria
in mothers and babies.
HIV diagnosed in
just 90 minutes!

Malaria diagnosed
in just 20 minutes!

How you’ve helped:

How you’ve helped:

•	Our researchers are
implementing a research
program to test babies
at risk of HIV using this
GeneXpert machine.

•	2,000 rapid malaria
tests have been
provided to mothers
and babies in East
New Britain, PNG.

•	Six hospitals in PNG and
Myanmar are taking part
in the research.

•	A further 3,000 tests
will be delivered by the
end of the year.

Rapid testing gives mums and babies the best chance to
survive HIV and malaria. Thank you for your support!
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Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Appeal

Zoe Saulep is one of
eight dedicated Healthy
Mothers, Healthy Babies
Research Officers.
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A BIG thank
you from Zoe
and her team!
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Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Appeal

I’m seeing positive
changes in PNG,
thanks to you!

2017

Improvements in malaria
control is one example I would
like to share with you. Every
time we go to remote villages,

These are some recent
achievements that they
would like to share with you.
Thank you for giving them
the means to succeed!

we see more families using bed
nets for protection. Mums more
easily recognise the danger
signs associated with malaria,
and are happy to be tested
with rapid detection devices.
I am so grateful to donors, like

TARGET
REACHED

700

mothers and babies
participating in
the research
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you, who continue to help my

3,400
of 6,000+
health checks
completed

7,500

of 15,000+
samples tested

country. Thank you for being
our friend!

Zoe Saulep
Research Officer, Healthy
Mothers, Healthy Babies
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Improving young people’s health

About our donors

“It’s clear that mental health underpins
risky behaviours which can contribute
to other serious health issues.”
Dr Megan Lim
Deputy Program Director, Behaviours and Health Risks

likely to be diagnosed with depression
than males.
Burnet researcher Dr Megan Lim said the
growing recognition that mental health is
so closely related to other health areas has
led Burnet to engage more in this space.

	
Landmark study puts

“I expect that this is going to be a growing
area of research, particularly in relation to
developing countries,” she said.

A major study among 1,272 young people
shows 40 percent had previously been
diagnosed with a mental health problem.

“A lot of research tends to focus on more
immediate issues such as mortality, but
poor mental health is being recognised
more and more in low resource settings as
well, and Burnet has a great opportunity
to lead research and programs.”

mental health of young
people in the spotlight

The most common conditions were
anxiety disorders (31 percent), depressive
disorders (26 percent), and eating
disorders (7 percent).
The research shows that female
participants were almost twice as
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Meet our Burnet
Health Champions

“We were surprised to realise that it has actually
been 27 years since we started supporting
Burnet. We are truly pleased that we have been
able to keep up our commitment, and to increase

Ken and Jeanne Deutscher have
been supporting Burnet since
1990. Through the years, they have
increased their support and even
extended their generosity to celebrate
milestones in their life, like the birth
of a grandchild. Here, they share their
experience with you.

it in later years when we have been able to.
We’ve had the privilege of attending events at
the Institute, one of which included a tour of the
labs. At one of these we heard of the innovative
detection test for HIV - we were truly inspired!
In general we are fascinated with the science
behind the work on infectious diseases, and the
application to improve quality of life.
We know there will always be a need for funds
- and that whatever the amount, it will be
used wisely.
Best wishes to all and keep up the good work ! ”

A very special thank you to the Dina & Ron
Goldschlager Family Charitable Foundation
for their generous support of this research.

“Giving to Burnet on a monthly basis
is the least we can do to improve the
health of those less fortunate.”

Kind regards,
Jeanne and Ken
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INCLUDE A GIFT
IN YOUR WILL

A gift in your
Will to Burnet
Institute could
be the most
powerful gift
you ever make.
Every two minutes, a child dies of
malaria. Bill and Jenny decided
to do their part to save lives by
leaving a gift in their Will to
Burnet Institute.
PHOTO CREDIT: CAS BEATY

We know our gift will be used to address
the real health needs of people in some of
the most marginalised and disadvantaged
parts of the world.” – Bill and Jenny

Burnet Institute
ABN 49 007 349 984

GPO Box 2284, Melbourne, VIC 3001
Tel: +61 3 9282 2111 | Fax: +61 3 9282 2100
Email: info@burnet.edu.au

burnet.edu.au
/burnetinstitute
@BurnetInstitute
Burnet Institute

Like Bill and Jenny, you too can
help us save lives by leaving a gift
in your Will.

Ask us how you can help TODAY!
Call: Mr Arnis Stonis, (03) 8506 2338
Email: bequests@burnet.edu.au
Web: burnet.edu.au

