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WHERE WE WORK

Our mission is to achieve better health for
vulnerable communities in Australia and
internationally by accelerating the translation of
research, discovery and evidence into
sustainable health solutions.

Whilst our headquarters is based in Melbourne,
Australia, we have offices and representatives
in Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, China, Lao PDR
and in Zimbabwe.

OUR VISION
Equity through better health.

We are also actively involved in various research
and project activities in a range of Asian, Pacific
and African countries.

About us

OUR MISSION

STAFF EXPERTISE AND DIVERSITY

OUR VALUES
We are an Australian, unaligned, independent
organisation that operates with transparency
and respect. We are passionate about social
justice, equality, evidence-based research and
development, and strive to deliver excellence
and health solutions through innovation,
collaboration and accountability.
OUR UNIQUE APPROACH
Burnet’s culture links innovative discoveryoriented research and implementation
research with development and humanitarian
action. World-class laboratory and field-based
research is integrated into multidisciplinary
programs aimed at the prevention, detection
and treatment of diseases of global significance.
This unique approach allows the Institute to
make a tangible and sustainable impact on
health in both developed and developing
countries.

Our staff comprises medical scientists, clinical
researchers, epidemiologists, public health
practitioners, educators and administrators.
Burnet Institute has many research students
studying for their Honours, Masters or PhD
degrees and numerous postdoctoral graduates
in training.
OUR PROGRAMS
The Institute has three major thematic programs
and two expansion programs. Staff within
these Programs are supported by cross-cutting
communities of practice; the Disciplines of
Life Sciences, Public Health, and International
Development.
1.

Maternal and Child Health

2. Disease Elimination
3. Behaviours and Health Risks
4. Healthy Ageing
5.

Health Security.

BURNET’S CROSS-CUTTING DISCIPLINES
LIFE SCIENCES, PUBLIC HEALTH AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

MATERNAL AND
CHILD HEALTH
Program Goal:
Equity in maternal
and child health.

DISEASE
ELIMINATION
Program Goal:
The elimination of
HIV, viral hepatitis
and malaria as public
health threats.

BEHAVIOURS AND
HEALTH RISKS

HEALTHY AGEING
(EXPANSION PROGRAM)

Program Goal:
Promote improved
health and wellbeing
by reducing harms
related to alcohol
and other drugs,
and sexual and
mental health.

Program Goal:
Healthy ageing
from birth and
improved physical,
mental and social
wellbeing in
vulnerable
communities.

HEALTH SECURITY
(EXPANSION PROGRAM)
Program Goal:
Improved health
security in our region
through strengthened
public health systems
and reduced
vulnerability to
infectious diesease
threats.

Studying at Burnet Institute
Education is a priority at Burnet Institute, with students
undertaking the research component of their university
degrees at the Honours and Postgraduate (Masters
and PhD) levels in a range of projects. Burnet
supervisors provide high-level research and career
training in a collaborative team environment. They also
actively engage in education and training programs,
delivering public and international short courses and
university-accredited postgraduate units. Prospective
Honours and PhD students should consult their
university’s enrolment guidelines.
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We place great emphasis on undergraduate and
postgraduate study, with the aim of providing
high-quality research training in areas related to public
health, basic and translational (applied) science
in infectious diseases, immunology and virology.
In addition, we offer programs in international and
public health, as well as hosting international research
students (mostly PhD students) who are mainly
enrolled in major universities within Victoria.

INTERNATIONAL STUDY

POSTGRADUATE STUDY

Read our student handbook
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Download the student project
handbook from our website to learn
more about the research projects
available.
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HOW TO APPLY

Do your research
Talk to other Honours and PhD
students about their current projects
at one of our student information
days. What interests you? We may
even alter a project to suit your
interests.
Approach supervisors
Our supervisors want to meet you!
Feel free to contact a supervisor to
arrange a tour around the Institute
and find out more about the projects
being offered. Their contact details
are in the online version of the
handbook. It is advised that all
students include a copy of their most
recent CV and official/unofficial
academic transcript when contacting
potential supervisors.
Enrol for honours at university
Contact your faculty about enrolment
details and submit your application
before the deadline.
Register at Burnet Institute
Register as a student by downloading
the Student Registration Form.
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Read our student handbook

Contact potential supervisors
If you find a specific project or area of
interest, e-mail the supervisor directly
for further information. Forward them
your most recent academic transcript
and current resume. It is advised that
all students include a copy of their
most recent CV and official/unofficial
academic transcript when contacting
potential supervisors

2

Contact potential supervisors

Select a university department
You need to be enrolled in a PhD
program at a Victorian university.
Your potential supervisor may hold
an honorary position in a particular
department that could influence
your decision. Check the program
entrance requirements and confirm
that you are eligible to apply.
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Read our student handbook
Download the student project
handbook from our website to learn
more about the research projects
available.
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If you find a specific project or area of
interest, e-mail the supervisor directly
for further information. Forward them
your most recent academic transcript
and current resume. It is advised that
all students include a copy of their
most recent CV and official/unofficial
academic transcript when contacting
potential supervisors
Select a university and follow the
international student guidelines
Contact the PhD coordinator at your
chosen university department.
You need to be enrolled in a PhD
program at a Victorian University.
Entry requirements at all universities
include a combination of academic
qualifications, English language
skills and professional work and/or
research experience.

Review potential scholarships
Check out the scholarships available
on various university websites.
Please note that there are specific
closing dates for each scholarship.
Register at Burnet Institute
Once you have enrolled at your
university and secured a scholarship
you can then register as a student
by downloading the Student
Registration Form.

Download the student project
handbook from our website to learn
more about the research projects
available.

Check out the prospective
international student pages on
university websites about specific
requirements for enrolment into their
PhD programs and confirm that you
are eligible to apply.
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Apply for entry to the PhD program
Contact the PhD coordinator at your
chosen University department.
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Register at Burnet Institute
Once you have enrolled at your
university and secured a scholarship
you can then register as a student
by downloading the Student
Registration Form.

Download the Student Project Handbook and Student Registration Form:
burnet.edu.au/education_and_training

“Burnet is striving to provide the best possible research
environment for its students and aims to create greater
opportunities for their learning, such as student
symposiums and educational workshops.”
– DR RAFFI GUGASYAN
CHAIR, RESEARCH STUDENT COMMITTEE AND HIGHER DEGREES RESEARCH

For more information:
burnet.edu.au/education_and_training
education@burnet.edu.au
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